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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

High Times August 1996 - 252 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The Classification Office finds that this magazine is likely to be injurious to the public 
good because the magazine promotes and encourages criminal activity in a manner 
that would appeal to young persons and to those persons active in a drug sub-culture. 
The magazine gives extensive instruction on how to break the law on the possession, 
cultivation and use of cannabis as set out in the Misuse of Drugs Act 1975. The 
magazine also promotes and encourages criminal activity in a manner likely to appeal 
to a young audience. Some articles and film reviews throughout the magazine are 
likely to appeal to a young adolescent readership, particularly those that have an 
active interest in rap music and skateboarding and other counter culture pursuits, 
through to those persons in their late twenties. The Classification Office believes that 
restricting the availability of the magazine to an older audience would not sufficiently 
mitigate the likely injury to the public good arising out of the extensive manner in which 
the magazine promotes and encourages the cultivation and use of cannabis. 

The Classification Office recognises the fact that this magazine may facilitate and 
inform the debate on the legalisation and/or the decriminalisation of the cultivation and 
subsequent possession and use of cannabis. The magazine does so in a valid and 
informative manner. However the magazine also does this in a manner that would 
appeal to a young age group. 

Although the distributor states that the intended audience for this magazine is those 
persons over the age of 18 years; the nature of the magazine and the reality of its 
likely appeal, availability and accessibility to a younger teenage audience, would 
suggest that such a restriction would not be sufficient to mitigate the likelihood of injury 
to the public good. 
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Consideration of the likely injury to the public good has been weighed against the 
rights contained in si 4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act). When 
imposing a classification on a publication, consideration of the rights contained in si 4 
of the NZBR Act would suggest that a classification that imposes least on those 
freedoms as well as one that mitigates the potential injury to the public good would be 
the desired classification. Although the intended audience for this magazine is those 
persons over the age of 18 years, the nature of the magazine and the reality of its 
likely appeal, availability and accessibility to a younger teenage audience, would 
suggest that such a restriction would not be sufficient to mitigate the likelihood of injury 
to the public good. Therefore the classification on this magazine is considered to be a 
reasonable limit. 
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